Admiral did

By Dr. Gary Schaub I

Admjral William “Fox"” Fall-
on moved from commanding
U.S. forces in the Paclfic to
commanding those in the Mid-
dle East, central Asia, and east.
ern Africa last January. A sec-
ond aircraft carrier battle

accom; the admir-

al to is position as head of
Central Command. The ap-
pointment of a maritime com-
mander to a theater charactér-
12ed by deserts and in which
moéow mtgenﬁg ‘ggeugd con-

cts were sug-
gested that these moves were
designed to deal with other
problems in the region.

At the time, there was much
informed speculation that these
moves were meant to dissuade
dclens progracs. Ademirel Fall
nuclear program.
on, a naval aviator, was praised
by Secretary of Defense Gates
for his knowledge of military
strategy and airpower in par-

ticular. On May 12, Vice Presi-

dent Cheney stood in front of
five F/A-18 fighter-bombers
aboard the USS John C. Stennis
—just 150 miles off of Iran’s
coast — and sald, “With 2 carri-
er strlke groups in the Gulf,
we're sending clear messages.
We'll stand with others to pre-
vent Iran from nuclear
weapons and domirating the

He seemed to confirm the
. speculation that Fallon's brief
was to give intense scrutiny to
using maritime airpower to
deny Iran a nuclear weapon.
lxllll‘ym 8 nuclea.r TOgram Cer-
preoccupied Washing.
ton's policy makers and with
good reason. Iran made signifi-
cant pro in its efforts to
master the uranium enrich-
ment cycle last year in defiance
of U.N. Security Council de-
mands that it suspend such ac-
tivitles.
On May 15, Just three daye
after Cheney’s remarks, The
New York Times reported that
Iran had apparently solved
many of the technical difficul-
ties assocliated with the urani-
um enrichment process. Inter-
national Atomic Energy
Agency Or's were sur-
rised to discover 1,300 work-
e Inspoction of the Natany,
ce n o al
enrichment facility the previ-

ous week.

The head of the IAEA, Dr.
Mohamed El Baradel, sald “We
believe they pretty much have
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the knowledge about how to en-
ch. From now on, it is simply
pert‘ecﬂng that

Know! edge. not simply fa-
cilities, was the problem. Prest-
dent Bush acknowledged this
on Oct. 17: “If you're interested
in avoiding World War III, it
seems like you ought to be in-

torested in preventing them
from havlntg th:k knowle‘gge
necessary to make a nuclear
weapon.'

Joint Chieth said there was
“more than enough reserve” to
strike Iran's nuclear program
“if that, in fact, is what the na-
tional leadership wanted to
do.” And on Oct. 21, Cheney re-
iterated, “We will not allow
Iran to have a nuclear weap-

on.
But how can the use of mili-
tary power deny a nation
Imowledge? Alrpower can sure-
ly destroy the industrial infra-
structure that Iran has spent
billions of dollars building in
order to mine, refine, enrich,

and reprocess uranium. It can
also destroy the facilities of the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard

T

. surely

COrps whfo tlt:onlrol the military
pects of the
But itls %o teadiﬂmnt
proposition destroy knowl-

edge. Som
Iran’s nuclaar aclem
hunted down and executed by
gecial operations forces or
lr eompuwn and electronic
destroyed en masse
an electromngnetic pulse
as that produced by a nuclear
l.‘)on Butsucha mmpai;n
d tax mlal rimnﬂin
ence. special operations
orces, and saverely harm our
image abroad.
This i3 the dilomma that Ad-
miml Fallon faced. Designing
d planning such a campaign
overseeing two hot wars
ln his area of responsibility
ve this noted military
G4 Toaay ast
Year.t;‘We ha\{: to figureouta
coms to an arrangement
them (Iran).” He also told
Al Jazeera. “This constant
drum beat of conflict is what
strikes me, which is not hel;
and not useful. . . . [expect
there will be no war and that 13
tv;yhat we ought to be working
or.”
Such comments apparently
led Secretary Gates and Presi-
ﬂi‘,‘},‘ Bush to lose confidence in

Did the admiral overstep the
boundaries of proper civil-mili-

ta.ry relaﬁ ting
ol 1§'1'3§ il
0. respons
f&to galute smartly and exe-
cuts his eommandm-!nchld’s
&ollcy when so orderet{.y B“l’lt it
his responsibility to pro-
vide his unvarnished judgment
with regard to how best to
achieve the nation's ob ectivea
If his analysis was
tary force could not solve the
problem of Iran’s nuclear pro-
and he made that case
; reafully to Secre Gates
and to the presiden
filled his responsibilities. It is
hnpomm that other command-
ers follow his example and ful-
fill their mmnslb ties do-
splte the risks to their career.
Dis:ster can occur if they do
no
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